ADOPT-A-BEACH PROGRAM 
Photo Gallery FAQ’S

Why are some years missing for a few beaches?

The Adopt-A-Beach photographs are taken by volunteer photographers. Although we try to ensure that every beach is photographed each season, there is no guarantee that all of them will be adopted. And, on rare occasions, the poor processing of the photographs has not allowed the shots for that year to be useable. 

Why do some beaches have more photos than others?
Well, you can’t have too many photographs, can you?! An abundance of photos for a particular beach in one year can occur for a couple of reasons. Some camps require multiple photos to include all of the areas of interest needed for the analysis. Two or more photo-points may be established to ensure that the camp is well documented front and back, upstream and downstream, or include areas particularly prone to reveal change. Also, some volunteers request to photograph a beach that is already adopted. When possible, we try to ensure that all other beaches have been covered first. If so, repeat photos from additional dates and times are always welcomed.
Why do the photo-point locations change? 

Since the inception of the AAB in 1996, many things have changed along the river corridor. Besides beach loss, vegetation encroachment and growth has been substantial. When the view of a beach becomes obscured due to vegetation, the photo-point must be moved to allow further documentation. For a very few instances, the original photo-point location has been lost, and another was established to continue the program at that beach, or, even more rarely, the volunteer has chosen to shoot from a more convenient location for unknown reasons.

Why does the resolution differ between images?
When the Adopt-A-Beach program first started, all photos were acquired by film cameras and prints were compared for analysis. Soon, the printed photos were being scanned for comparison. The prints were scanned by a number of individuals, on many different machines, and there were no strict rules about consistency. 

In the more recent past, volunteers have elected to pay for the processing and deliver the final digital images to AAB. While the effort was greatly appreciated, through no fault of the adopter, this resulted in multiple resolutions of images. This small inconsistency will hopefully be corrected as volunteers are now asked to deliver the cameras intact, and also with the phasing in of digital cameras.

Are the images public domain?
Uh, gotta ask the boss.

